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IN THIS ISSUECOVID-19 CHALLENGES
International students share their struggles
During this uncertain time, living abroad as a college student is particularly 
challenging. While these students continued to study at AU during spring 
semester, whether to go home or stay on campus was a tough call. Four 
Augie international students were kind enough to share their experiences.

Zac Stevenson
Zac is a senior 
Psychology and 
Business Administration 
major from Melbourne, 
Australia .

Max Stevenson
Max is a senior 
Business 
Administration major 
from Melbourne, 
Australia .

Jerry Chen
Jerry is a freshman 
chemistry major 
from Taoyuan, 
Tiawan.

Yifan Yuan
Yifan is a sophomore 
Engineering Physics 
and Biochemistry 
major from Beijing, 
China.

What was the most difficult or 
impactful thing about leaving or 
staying at  Augustana?

What did Augie and the IPO do to 
help you through this situation?

Zac
     “Leaving so quickly and not having 
a chance to spend more time with all 
my friends.”
Max
     “The lack of closure. When my
brother and I decided to leave the lat-
est flight we could get was within the 
next 48 hours. To leave Augustana, 
the country, and our lifestyle without 
saying so many goodbyes and so sud-
denly was really difficult.”
Jerry
     “Dealing with loneliness. Since 
Augustana is so connected as a whole, 
I really feel the differences this transi-
tion made. I miss all my friends, intra-
murals, and all the late nights.”

Max
“Everyone at the IPO has been so 
helpful through this whole thing. 
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ZAC, MAX AND JERRY DECIDED TO GO HOME. YIFAN STAYED.

How is it to be home now?
Zac
     “It’s a bit of a shock to be back 
sooner than expected, not having 
any immediate plans to return to the 
U.S. I’m so happy that I get to see 

Yifan
     “My international friend and I 
are so grateful for what Augustana’s 
provided us — safety (what our 
parents and we about worried most), 
food, housing, and an education. 
Some of my friends at other 
universities were given a five days’ 
notice to leave their dorms. Many of 
my friends had to find AirBNBs or 
hotels, since they were not able to 
book a flight back home. 
     “Now their biggest fear was 
where they were going to live, not 
even Covid-19. Comparing to other 
schools, Augustana provide us 
housing, campus safety, and food. It’s 
life-saving help so we are happy and 
satisfied.”

They are so responsive and helpful to 
anything students need. They
are also so proactive in their help. 
They have checked in with me 
multiple times to ensure that I’m in 
the best possible space.
     Transferring to Augustana led 
to the best year of my life. I am so 
thankful for all the professors, faculty, 
and other students for making my 
final year so incredible. Although I am 
sad to leave, I am so happy with how 
much I grew and the lifelong friends I 
made at Augie.”
Jerry
     “I’m so grateful for having all the 
amazing IPO staff. They’ve helped me 
so much, and are still in touch with me 
even until now to make sure I am doing 
well. I really can’t ask for any better!”
Yifan
     “So so so much. All the supplies, 
gift card, masks, cookies, food, emails, 
concerns. The IPO really makes 
Augustana our second home. They 
did so much for us and we all love 
them, and we’re grateful for what 
they’ve done for us.”

Continued on page 2
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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R
       Covid-19 has changed much 
about our daily lives.  In the IPO, in 
the matter of a few weeks, we asked 
students to return early from dream 
experiences abroad, cancelled future 
study away courses, and helped 
international students return home, or, 
are currently helping them to weather 
the storm on campus in cases where 
returning home proved impossible.
       Some might look at the current 
state of the world and question 
whether it is wise to continue to 
promote international travel and 
experiential learning.  On one level, at 
the moment, isolating ourselves from 
the world seems like a reasonable idea.  
In the IPO, though, we advocate for a 
different approach.  
       Yes, we need to be cautious as 
we determine when and from which 
locations it is safe to send and receive 
students and faculty in the immediate 
future.  The world will return to 
normalcy at some point, however, 
and, what this crisis underscores more 
than anything is that the world is an 
inextricably interconnected place.
     With that interconnectedness 
in mind, it is clear that, now more 
than ever, the world needs liberally 
educated, globally-competent, 
adventurous young people, able and 
willing to tackle the interdisciplinary 

problems of the future: yes, pandemic 
prevention and public health, but also 
water resource challenges, climate 
change, ethical considerations in 
artificial intelligence, and more – 
issues that span geography, languages, 
cultures, economics, politics, religion 
and science.  
       Isolating ourselves from our 
neighbors will do nothing to stop the 
next pandemic or ongoing effects 
from climate change.  These issues 
will be solved through collaboration 
and mutual understanding by diverse 
teams of committed, thoughtful 
professionals approaching problems 
from multiple angles and new 
perspectives – exactly the skill sets that 
students learn even more deeply when 
they travel abroad and experience new 
things firsthand outside of traditional 
classroom settings.
       The IPO and our faculty partners 
are working hard to ensure that 
we continue to provide impactful 
international and intercultural 
experiences, on and off-campus, so 
that American and international 
students alike are prepared to 
tackle borderless challenges and 
opportunities ahead.  And, yet, we have 
more work to do.  
       Among other things, we must now 
analyze new risks in global travel and 

work to make study at Augustana, and 
study away, more accessible.  I’m proud 
to work at an institution that supports 
these ideals, with the numerous 
faculty who take students outside their 
comfort zones both abroad and in the 
classroom, and with students who are 
both capable and eager to confront our 
future challenges.  Our future – your 
future – transcends borders.  The IPO 
will be here when you’re ready to book 
your next window seat.
 
Ben Iverson, M.A.
Director of International Programs & Enrollment

my family because over the last four 
years, I have only been able to spend a 
few months with them at a time.”
Jerry
     “It’s good to be home. But it also 
means I will be 13 hours ahead of a lot 
of my friends, which is sometimes not 
very beneficial for staying connected 
with them.

Is there anything else you’d like to share?
Zac
“The last 4 years at Augustana have 
been better than I could have ever 
imagined. I came to Augustana to 
play basketball, however, things didn’t 
go as planned. While I may not be a 
basketball player anymore, I learnt 
more about myself, the people around 
me, and the world we live in, by 
being an international student here at 
Augustana. 
     I cannot recommend Augustana 
enough! I want to thank Augustana for 
this chapter in my life. I now feel ready 
to turn the page onto the next one.”

Covid-19 Challenges, cont.

Do you have any advice for other 
Augustana students?
Yifan (regarding Covid-19)
     “I think some students don’t really 
pay a lot of attention to this disease. 
They are still partying, gathering, going 
out and having fun. I think this is a 
time that we need to grown up, take 
responsibility, and think about other 
people. 

     Yes, this disease is not that deadly for 
young people, but what about others? 
Being a grown up, being a 20-year-old 
person means we have to start thinking 
about our social responsibilities.”
Zac (regarding life at Augie)
     “Push your limits. Try new activities 
and events around campus and meet 
as many different people as you can. 
You will look back and remember the 
challenging times you faced, not the 
times where you stayed in your room by 
yourself. 
Augie has so many clubs, events, and 
activities. Try some out and don’t always 
take your friends, meet new ones!”
Max (regarding life at Augie)
Say YES! Say yes to when someone 
asks you to join a club, an intramural 

team, or togo to a late night. The events at 
Augustana are awesome and are definitely 
worth getting involved in. You have so 
much fun and meet so many new people!”
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S E M S T E R S  C U T  S H O R T
Students return from abroad adventures

Emily Worden returns from Peru

     I was studying in Peru through 
ISA (a study abroad provider). One 
by one, my classmates and I found 
out that our schools were cancelling 
their study abroad programs. 
     I am incredibly grateful for IPO 
and everything they did for me. 
Based on what I heard from my 
friends in my program, Augie did 
the most work out of all the schools 
and went above and beyond. 
     Erin Kane kept my mom and me 
updated and checked in on me. She 
worked around the clock to buy me 
multiple plane tickets, so I would 
have a greater chance of being able 
to leave the country. 
     I was impressed with how quickly 
she responded; I never felt alone 
in the highly stressful process. 
She answered all of my questions 
thoroughly and promptly. When all 
the study abroad students returned 
safely, she organized a meeting for 
us to talk about our experiences.
      The biggest disappointment was 
not being able to say goodbye to the 
friends that I met and knowing that 
we could’ve spent seven more weeks 
together.
      However, I’m grateful that I 
was able to experience a variety of 
aspects of Peruvian culture such 
as history, dance, food, politics, 
language, sports, nature, religion,  
and more before having to leave. 
     I learned a ton and feel like I 
have a good grasp on Peruvian life. 
I’m thankful I traveled to five cities 
within Peru, so I could understand 
the regional differences. My host 
family also played a large role in 
explaining the meaning behind 
certain customs to me.

     I found out my program 
was over the day that President 
Trump issued the Travel Ban 
for incoming visitors to the 
US.
     The Augustana IPO helped 
us by emailing us and offering 
us support in whatever way 
they could and Erin Kane 
individually emailed me to 
make sure I was doing okay, if 
there was anything I needed, 
and when I got home safely. 
They are truly the best!
     The biggest disappointment 
has not only been having a 
lifelong dream get cut short, 
but mainly having to say 
goodbye to the friends I met in 
Spain was really tough.
     Study abroad friends are 
extremely special and personal 
connections, so I think the 
biggest disappointment was 
not being able to finish that 
experience with them.
     I am grateful for the six 
weeks I did get in Spain and 
I’m grateful for all of the 
places I got the opportunity to 
go. I met some amazing people 
and got to experience things I 
will never forget, and for that 
I’m forever thankful.
       Studying abroad was one 
of the most special experiences 
of my life. Covid sucks, but 
studying abroad definitely did 
not!

Ruby Evans returns from Spain

Ruby Evans in Spain.

Emily Worden after hiking 
up Colca Canyon in Peru.
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日本人留学生の岩本尚輝です。
物理専攻です。
滋賀県出身で、北京と上海育ちです。
我是日籍留学生岩本尚輝，物理专业。
我在日本滋贺县出生，在北京和上海长大 。

N A O K I 
IWAMOTO

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

from
JAPAN

On coming to Augustana
     My college counselor had 
previously visited Augie and thought 
it would be a good fit for me. The 
Dual Degree Engineering program 
was attractive as well, though I 
ultimately decided against taking 
that route. 
     The first few days here were 
controlled chaos to me. It was a 
scramble in the best way possible. 
I got to meet so many fellow 
international students, got to 
know the campus and university 
resources, explore the city and the 
culture here and more.  It was a lot, 
but it was also a lot of fun and I 
would 100% do it again.

     There hasn’t been a single 
Japanese degree-seeking student 
here other than me during my time 

On the international 
student experience

here, so based on my experience, I’d 
say come check it out! For Chinese 
students, since it is common to 
have a large group from China, it is 
almost instinctual to just stick with 
making Chinese friends. 
     However I’d recommend coming 
out of your comfort zone and 
talking to other students too. You 
could start with the international 
students. Though they may look 
different from you, they’re going 
through the same cultural shock as 
you are, just as nervous as you are, 

     I’ve been to the U.S. before and 
wasn’t really surprised by anything. 
However, the International 
Programs Office (IPO) does provide 
us with resources ranging from city 
bus access to winter clothing and 
food, which not all of us need all the 
time, but comes in handy in a pinch 
and it’s good to know we have that 
support.
     U.S. laws are also quite different 
from China or Japan, hence, there 
is some paperwork that could get 
confusing. The IPO does a great 
job navigating us through those 
documents and regulations. They 
make it much easier to get employed 
legally, file taxes, transfer credits, 
etc. They are truly amazing and the 
IPO is my go-to place to ask for help 
when I need some.

On support from the IPO

On campus life at Augie
     Life on campus is convenient 
and everything is accessible. With 
a few exceptions, I’ve never felt the 
need to leave campus much since 
most things a student could need are 
provided. 
     I play sports whenever I am free. 
The weight room and gym in the 
Elmen Center is always accessible 
to all Augie students, and there are 
many sports clubs that host weekly 
activities for students to participate 
in. 
     Intramural competitions also 
allows you to compete on your 
favorite sport against others in the 
school.

     Augie helped me develop my 
interest in physics. Augie’s science 
departments have amazing research 
opportunities for undergraduates 
that are accessible even from 
freshman year. 
     The experience really showed me 
what it is like to work in the world 
of physicists and made me realize 
where my interest is at. Studying at 
Augie challenged me to not take one 
side of a story as the truth. 
     Augie is a diverse place and there 
are many opinions that contradicts 
mine. However, I found it beneficial 
to listen to others’ opinion and 
reasonings, even if I still disagree 
with them.

On academic discovery

Naoki is graduating this year with a major in Engineering Physics and minor in Computer Science. 
From the IPO: Naoki, おめでとうございます!!



PAGE 5

GET  TO  KNOW THE  IPO
Q&A w it h st a f f

Eri n K a n e

Destiny Pinder-Buckley

What’s your position? 
Study Away Advisor

How did you get involved at the IPO? 
My good friend suggested I work for this 
guy named Donn Grinager.  I took her 
advice. It turned out to be pretty decent. 
How long have you worked for the IPO? 
This is my eighth year at the IPO.
Where have you studied abroad? 
I spent a semester in Australia and did 
a short course in Paris, France.
What’s your favorite place that 
you’ve visited? 
Australia was my first international 
experience.  It’s hard to replace that, but 
I also really liked my visit to Iceland 
and I was married in Belize which was 
beautiful.
What is your favorite thing about 
your job?
It’s pretty amazing to know how 
transformative a study away course 

can be and that I play a part in 
providing that experience to students.
Why is international education 
important? 
There is a saying that you don’t know 
what you don’t know. That can be true of 
international education. It’s so important 
to learn about people and places around 
the globe. I know my life was set on a 
completely different trajectory because 
of studying abroad and believe it has 
made me a more open minded, more 
inclusive, more inquisitive and more 
appreciative person.
Do you know any other languages? 
I am terrible at languages and it is 
something I am honestly ashamed of.
What’s your favorite international dish? 
There are too many delicious foods to 
choose just one!

What’s your position?
Work study student
What’s your major(s)?
English and French (with a 
Government minor)

Post-grad plans?
Doing something cool, I hope!
How did you get involved at the IPO?
Erin Kane BEGGED me to join. Okay, 
she didn’t beg, but she did offer. And 
how could I have refused it?
How long have you worked for the 
IPO?
1.5 years (although I wish the answer 
could be forever)
Where have you studied abroad?
I did a semester in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia, and did three Augie J-terms 
(India, Eastern Europe, and New 
Zealand). I also taught as a volunteer 
English teacher in Romania last summer.
What’s your favorite place that 
you’ve visited?
Definitely Saint Petersburg. It’s a 
beautiful city filled with history and 
charm!
What is your favorite thing about 
your job?
The staff! And the students I get to 
meet.

Why is international education 
important?
International education is important 
because it allows you to see the world 
with a new perspective and challenge 
yourself.
Do you know any other languages?
I study French and I learned a fair bit 
of Russian! I’d love to learn Arabic 
someday, too.
What’s your favorite international 
dish?
Pelmeni. It’s a Russian dumpling 
sort of dish and you shower it sour 
cream. 
Is a hotdog a sandwich? 
It depends on the day and how 
choatic evil I am feeling.
The IPO would like to say a special 
THANK YOU to Destiny! 
She is the humble reporter, editor, 
and designer of this publication. 
We wish her the best in her future 
endeavors!
~ Heather, Erin, Jessica, Wade a nd Ben
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C O NGR AT U L AT IO NS 
to our 2020 IPO Photo Contest Winners!
Send Me There - Makayla Kuhn
Kenya, January 2020

Vikings Abroad - Marissa Class
Ecuador, January 2020

Local Culture - Destiny Pinder-Buckley
New Zealand, January 2020

Snapshot of America - Pawan Subedi 
Badlands, SD

Your Classroom - Shana Pauli
India, January 2020

Best overall photo - Chloe Bartels
Peru, Fall 2020
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J-Term Options for  2021
The IPO’s plan for studying abroad during J-term 

     We are planning our 2020-
2021 study abroad programs in 
the hopes that it will be safe for 
courses to run at that time they are 
scheduled. The health and safety 
of our students, faculty and staff 
are of the utmost importance. We 
will continue to monitor the global 
situation, and follow the guidance 
of the Centers for Disease Control, 
US Department of State and World 

Health Organization.
     With regards to J-term 
courses, we will re-evaluate each 
of our programs throughout the 
summer.  If a course location(s) 
is/are deemed unsafe or borders 
are not freely open, we will cancel 
J-term 2021 courses ahead of the 
September 15 deadline.

studyabroad.augie.edu

Sustainable Business Outside the European Union in London led by Jason Harris, J.D. 
     The study of sustainability is 
the quintessential international 
systems problem.  Through visits 
with organizations, historic sites 
and other experts, students will gain 
awareness and literacy with a variety 
of concepts related to sustainability 
in business. 
     We will learn how to think 
globally and act strategically in ways 
that provide the most sustainable 

value. 
     Further students will be 
challenged to clarify their own 
values and opinions on issues related 
to business in our international 
world and develop a personal 
sustainability plan. 
     All of this will take place in three 
of the most dynamic cities in the 
western world namely London, Paris 
and Oslo.

Opportunities in Kenyan culture will 
increase students’ knowledge base on 
how food security and education systems 
and policies impact the welfare, decision 
making processes, and resiliency of a 
people. Issues such as biofuels, food aid, 
poverty, subsidies, climate change and level 
of education as drivers of food insecurity 
will be observed, addressed and discussed 
to give perspective to the complex 
interdependencies related to global food 
security. Their experiential journey will 

 Kenya Elimu na Kilimo: Glimpses at the Intersection of Food Security & Education 
led by Dr. Sally Mallowa and Dr. Julie Ashworth 

include meetings and active participation 
with students, NGO’s, educators, national 
research centers, and citizens within the 
country. In the spirit of embedding this 
course in a diverse cultural experience, 
students’ immersion in a local community 
will aid in making authentic connections. 
Exposure to diverse cultures, languages and 
socio-economic circumstances will increase 
students’ knowledge and appreciation of 
cultures dramatically different from their 
own. 

Fire & Ice: Documenting Climate Change in Iceland led by Anna Reich, M.F.A.

New Augie Faculty -Led J- term ‘21  Courses

     With over 2 dozen active 
volcanoes and 400 glaciers, 
Iceland has earned the nickname 
“The Land of Fire and Ice.” 
     In this course students 
will explore Iceland’s diverse 
landscape while traveling the 800 
mile Ring Road that encircles the 
country.  
     While in Iceland, students 
will learn about climate change 

first hand while observing 
visible signs of global warming: 
Iceland’s melting glaciers and 
changing terrain. 
     Using their newly acquired 
photography skills (from 
the first-on campus week of 
this course), students will 
document the landscape and 
create a portfolio that addresses 
global climate change.      

https://studyabroad.augie.edu/
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67242
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67241
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67232
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Race and Religion in London and Ireland led by Dr. Katie McCollough and Willette Capers, M.S.
Contemporary London and Ireland 
remain contentious sites to study 
race and religion. London’s diverse 
array of religious traditions, 
immigration, diversity, and historic 
legacies of racialized power offer 
critical landscape to examine historic 
legacies of race and ongoing actions 
of everyday racism. Ireland provides 
different context that extends 
knowledge relative to e/immigration, 
ethnicity, and religious conflict. 

The course begins by situating 
contemporary relations of race and 
religion within historic legacies and 
relations of power. Three intersecting 
areas of race and religion are explored 
including everyday racism, social 
identification, and social change. 
Content covered includes critical 
race theory, development and 
institutionalization of racism in areas 
such as contemporary worship, work, 
and formations of social action.

     This 3-credit senior level course 
focuses on professional role 
development, nursing leadership, 
and contemporary issues in 
nursing.  
     Students will gain increased 
understanding of the staff 
nurse’s role in leadership, with 
opportunities for practical 
experience in the areas of 
delegation, priority setting, critical 

Leadership in Professional Nursing in Norway, Nursing 451  led by Karla Abbott, DNP, RN 

thinking, decision making, quality 
improvement, evidence-based 
nursing practice, information 
management and safety.  Students 
will examine leadership and 
management theories.  
     Students will explore legal, 
ethical and political issues in 
nursing.  Students will complete a 
critical reflection journal and revise 
their philosophy of nursing.

 The Chemical Industry of Germany led by Dr. Andrew Klose and Dr. Andrew Strandjord
     Dr. Klose and Dr. Strandjord 
would like to invite you to 
come explore Germany during 
JTerm of 2021.  
     We have an exciting 
itinerary planned where we 
visit many technical institutes, 
museums, castles, historical 
sites, and eat a lot of good 
German food. 

     Non-science majors 
can take this class to fulfill 
the scientific intersections 
course requirement that all 
students must satisfy.

New Augie Professor -Led J- term ‘21  Courses,  continued

Other Augie Professor -Led Courses

     This course assumes no specific 
prior knowledge of either biology or 
history, though the instructors expect 
students with previous knowledge will 
bring that to the aid of other students. 
We will examine the role of disease in 
shaping the world in which we live.
     Certainly, we cannot cover all 
disease epidemics everywhere, what 
we can do, however, is look at specific 
diseases and then extrapolate what 
the results of the disease might be 
elsewhere. How, for example, did the 

bubonic plague undo the feudal system 
of Europe? How might cholera undo 
the dictatorship of Robert Mugabe in 
Zimbabwe? Why did smallpox alter 
the religious and political landscape of 
North America? Why do researchers go 
to China when they want to understand 
the yearly flu virus? 
     Examining questions such as these 
will allow you as students to better 
understand the interconnectedness be-
tween disease and societal development 
in an historical sense.

Paradise Lost: Germs Gone Wild in Hawaii led by Dr. Michael J. Mullin and Dr. Paul Egland 

https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67258
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=40857
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=63310
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67240


Leadership in Professional Nursing in Ecuador, Nursing 451  led by Patricia Waltman, MA, CNL, RN

 Tropical Ecology of Guatemala and Belize led by Dr. Craig Spencer and Dr. Cory Conover 

UMAIE: The Science of Exercise in Costa Rica led by Dr. Shane Scholten 

UMAIE: Religion, Culture, and Environment: Arab, Christian and Jewish Legacies in Spain and Morocco

Augie professor - led courses,  continued
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     This course takes the senior 
level nursing student into the 
country of Ecuador.  Here 
the student will participate in 
nursing clinical activities within 
local hospitals in the Quito area.  
     The immersion experience 
then enters into the Amazon 
where students will have the 
opportunity to partner with 
members of the Health Ministry 

and jungle communities in 
conducting nursing clinics for 
the indigenous populations.  
     Course time is incorporated 
throughout the experience.  
Nursing faculty serves as 
both the course and clinical 
instructor.  
     Cultural opportunities are 
integrated while in the country 
of Ecuador.

     In Guatemala, we live humbly 
and simply with host families in a 
small village. Mornings are spent 
at a Spanish language school, 
studying one-on-one with native 
instructors. 
     Afternoons include excursions 
to forest reserves and Maya ruins 
including Tikal. We will volunteer 
at a small health clinic and local 
schools. 
     Our group will go on a rigorous 

3-day, 40-mile expedition through 
tropical forest ecosystems studying 
pristine as well as disturbed 
forests. We will be hiking and 
camping along the way. 
     In Belize, we stay at a field 
research station on a small 
Caribbean island. We study coral 
reefs, mangroves, and coastal 
lagoons, including extensive 
snorkeling in these marine 
habitats.

    Costa Rica offers diverse 
adventure opportunities 
where students will have the 
opportunity to apply concepts of 
human anatomy and physiology, 
biomechanics, and nutrition to 
physical activities such as surfing, 
hiking, zip-lining, mountain biking 
and rock climbing. Students will 
apply their technical skills learned 
by assessing various physical 
performance metrics measured 

during activities.  Soccer will 
be explored from the human 
movement and Sport Management 
perspectives at a local Costa Rican 
soccer club.  Nutrition concepts 
will be explored through discussion 
and a hands-on experience at a 
Costa Rican organic farm along 
with meal planning for physical 
adventures.  Students are expected 
to have moderate fitness levels to 
successfully complete this course.

     This is a course about the way 
Muslims, Jews, and Christians 
lived together in what are now 
Spain and Morocco. 
     We study their history, 
culture, literature, and religions, 
and we do so while looking at 
the way those traditions shaped 
the land, the architecture, and 

even the food cultures of those 
places. 
     One of our hopes is that by 
looking at the traces of the past 
in their present context we can 
learn how to shape a better 
future of mutual flourishing.      

led by Dr. David O’Hara and Dr. Michael Rueter

https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=40853
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=45797
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67411
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67404
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=67404


Dharma: Religion, Art and Sound in India led by Dr. Lindsay Twa and Dr. John Pennington
     In this travel-study course, students 
experience the remarkablesites and 
sounds of Northern India. We experience 
Hinduism on the banks of theGanges, and 
Buddhism at its birthplace of Bodhgaya.
     We travel to Rishikesh andHaridwar, two 
of the holiest cities in India located in the 
foothills of the Himalayas andexperience 
yoga classes and evening Aarti. We 
continue to Bhubaneshwar andencounter 
the magnificent Sun Temple at Konarak and 
attend the dance festival at theMukteshwar 
Temple. 

     Culture can be a nearly invisible 
force in our daily lives, but it plays a 
crucial role in understanding of our 
mind/body wholeness and therefore 
improving well-being in the global 
community in which we live. In this 
course, students will develop a rich 
understanding of cultural dimensions 
and cultural differences by applying 
Leininger’s Theory of Culture Care as 
a guide during your immersion in the 
Greek culture. 

Anthropology of the Southwest led by Dr. Kristen (K.C.) Carlson
     This Augustana only course 
provides an affordable alternative 
to international trips for students 
wishing to explore off campus 
during Interim. 
     The first week of the course 
will be spent on campus reading 
and discussing the history of the 
Southwest from an archaeological 
and cultural perspective. The 
southwest is a region rich in 
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Exceptional Children & Youth (Norway) SPED 280 led by Dr. Kathleen Cook 

    Visit the beautiful and magical 
land of the Vikings as you 
meet and work with children 
and youth with disabilities in 
Norwegian schools!
     We’ll travel as a group to 
the capital city, Olso, and to 
the site of the 1994 Winter 
Olympics in Lillehammer; and 
then break you’ll into teams for 

your practicum experience—
schools are in destinations such 
as Hamar, Selbu, Stavanger, and 
Trondheim. 
     Immerse yourself in 
Norwegian culture and winter 
activities as you further your 
studies in the field of education. 
Skol!

     We stay in Puri, a pilgrimage city and a 
resort on the Bay ofBengal. From Puri we 
travel to Bodhgaya, where we experience 
the most significantpilgrimage site for 
Buddhists, the Mahabodhi Temple. 
     We travel to Varanasi, Shiva’sholy city 
of pilgrimage, where we explore Hindu 
temples and experience the classicalAarti. 
From Varanasi we travel to Agra with the 
Agra Fort and Taj Mahal. Finally, we travel 
to Jaipur to attend the Jaipur Literature 
Festival, an international meeting groundof 
writers and readers.

     We will learn from local experts 
about health, wellness, culture, 
economics, politics and social issues. 
You will observe and discuss how 
Greece - a gateway historically, 
geographically, and culturally between 
East and West - has diverged from our 
common point of heritage and how 
it has shaped the physical and mental 
health of the nation by learning about 
Greek traditions, family life, and 
religious values.

The Greek Connection: Culture, Health and Wellbeing
led by Muriel Larson, MSN, RN and Michelle Gierach, MSN, EdD, RN

archaeological sites. 
     This region also provides a 
unique setting to explore the living 
cultures whose ancestors created 
those sites. We will visit ancient 
sites built into cliffs, walk the river 
courses of cultures long past, and 
visit with the living descendants 
of the archaeological sites we’ll 
explore on this unique tour of the 
Southwest.

EXPLORE MORE STUDY ABROAD OPTIONS AT: studyabroad.augie.edu

https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=40073
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=59446
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=56970
https://augie.studioabroad.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=63311
http://studyabroad.augie.edu

